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REF: A) STATE 187180 B) 300CT0Z E~MAIL SCHBAKRAWARTI TO JCOOK

S 155UV L, - Shmmary: In accordance with ref A, Amcongen Auckland - S
contacted relevant officials in the NZG about subject topic.
Ref B was sent to provide an interim response based on
previous conversations with ¥Z Internal Rffairs contacts. The
cfficial response arrived yesterday and is gquoted in its
entirety below. The NIG says that New Zealandesrs associate
fingerprints with criminal-activity and would be wvery
concerned about them being required for US visas. The NG is
working with the US and others in the ICAQ Technical Advisory
Group on Machine Readable Travel Documents to set
international biometrics standards. While they are working on
facial recognltlon for New Zezland passports, they will
imstall equipment for reading all ICAC-approved biometrics at
border contrel points. Until the ICAQ sets standards and a
timeline for implementation, the WZG prefers not to speculate
on timeframes. End summary.

r

(SBUj2., 0: Would it make a difference to your government .
whether our visa procedures reguired the collection of two e
fingerprints or ten fingerprints of visa applicants, and why? s
Are there legal and social issues in your country related to (
the collection of fingerprints? T e

A: There will be significant publlc ceoncern if flngerprlntlng :

‘is made a prerequisite for the issue of a United States visa. . 1
Fingerprints are not generally used as a means of

identification in New Zealand, and their collection is usually

associated with actual or suspected criminal activity.

{(3BU2. Q: Do you expect that your government in the future
will include one or more of these three biometric identifiers
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being evaluated by the International Civil Aviation
Organization in yowr passports? If so, which one(s}?

A: New Zmaland is actively working with the United States and
a small number of other governments in the ICRO Technical
Advisory Group on Machine Readable Travel Documents to
establish international standards for the inclusion of
 biometric information in passports. The New Zealand Passport
Qffice, Department of Internal Affairs, 1s evaluating facial
- recognition technology, currently with a focus on determining
its suitability for implementation in travel document
application processing. This testing regime forms part of the
ICAG New Technologies Working Group biometrige evaluation and
standards development. It is probable that, in the longer
term, encoded facial biometrics will be incorporated in Rew
Zealand travel documents. No other biometric technology is
currently being seriously considered.

(880)4. Q: Do you expect that your government will have a
program in effect by October 26, 2004, to issue passports with
at least one of these biometric identifiers?

REF: A) STATE 187180 B) 300CT02 E-MATIL SCHAKRAMARTI TO JCOOK

A: New Zealand passports include state-of the art security
features which are regularly reviewed. New Zealand wishes to-
continue to¢ comply with ICAO travel document standards, -
particelazrly in relation to global- interoperability, and also
clearly understand the technlcal requirements of U.S.- bordér
control agencies in relation to travel document encoded data
storage media (to allow reading and decoding of encoded
biometrics). Until ICAO standards are finalised and U.8§.
technical requirements defined it would not be prudent for New
Zezland to commit Lo an implementation timeline for the
inclusion of a biometric identifier in its passports. New
Zealand would be interested to know the likely timeframe for
the issuing by the United States of passports containing a
biometric identifier.

(SBU}S5. If and when your government establishes a program to
issue passports with biometric identifiers, do you expect you
will impose a regquirement that US passports have biometric
identifiers? If so, would any of the three biometric
identifiers approved by ICAO be acceptable?

A: New Zealand is currently trialling bilometric
identification technology at the border. While no decisions
have been made we would expect to move te introduce systems to
implement ICAO-approved biometric identifiers in passports.
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